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LANKA'S PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE AMERASINGHE 
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1. SUMMARY: SRI LANKA'S PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE AMERASINGHE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 USUNN 02146 181441Z 

HAS ASSURED GOVERNOR SCRANTON THAT HE WILL SEEK MODERATION ON 
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PUERTO RICO, THE PANAMA CANAL, AND KOREA AT NONALIGNED SUMMIT 
THIS AUGUST IN COLOMBO. END SUMMARY 

2. GOVERNOR SCRANTON AT HIS OWN REQUEST MET SRI LANKA'S AMBASSADOR 
AMERASINGHE AT UN ON MAY 13. SCRANTON STRESSED TO 

AMERINGHE OUR DESIRE TO AVOID CONFRONTATION ON PUERTO RICO, 

THE PANAMA CANAL, AND KOREA. MAKING POINTS OUTLINED IN 

REFTEL, SCRANTON SOUGHT AMERASINGHE'S HELP IN DAMPENING PROSPECTS 

FOR CONFRONTATION. 

3. AMERASHINGHE'S RESPONSE WAS CANDID AND FRIENDLY. HE 
STRESSED HIS INTENTION TO AVOID CONFRONTATION AT NONALIGNED 
SUMMIT IN COLOMBO ON PUERTO RICO, THE PANAMA CANAL, AND KOREA. 
AMERASINGHE COMMENTED THAT STRONGLY WORDED RESOLUTIONS USUALLY 
DAMAGE THE CAUSE THEY SEEK TO SERVE. HE ADDED THAT MANY OF 
NONALIGNED DO NOT WANT NONALIGNED MOVEMENT TO BECOME 
EXTREMIST. HE SINGLED OUT ALGERIA AND CUBA AS BELLICOSE 
EXTREMISTS WHO ARE SEPARATING THEMSELVES FROM THE BULK OF 
NONALIGNED BY THEIR POSITIONS. 

4. AMERASINGHE SAID THAT PUERTO RICO IS AN INTERNAL U.S. 

MATTER. NEITHER SRI LANKA NOR MANY OF THE OTHER NONALIGNED 
COUNTRIES WANT PUERTO RICO A SUBEJCT OF DEBATE AT COLOMBO 
OR IN UNGA. HE FEARED THOUGH THAT I WOULD ARISE IN COLOMBO, 

GIVEN CUBAN AND ALGERIAN POSITIONS. AMERASINGHE CONTINUED THAT 
PUERTO RICO ILLUSTRATES THE CRITICAL POINT NONALIGNED MOVEMENT 
HAS REACHED IF THE MOVEMENT IS TO RETAIN ITS INTEGRITY AS A 
NON-EXTREMIST BODY. HE EMPHASIZED HIS INTENTION TO BLUNT OR 
DEFEAT ANY EFFORTS TO RAISE PUERTO RICO AS AN ISSUE. 

5. AMERASINGHE AGREED THAT COMMENDABLE PROGRESS WAS BEING 
MADE BY U.S. AND PANAMA IN THEIR CANAL NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAW 
NO VALUE IN EXTREMIST STATEMENTS BY NONALIGNED WHICH 
WOULD INFLAME POLITICAL PASSIONS IN U.S. AND PANAMA. 

NOTHING SHOULD INHIBIT U.S. - PANAMA NEGOTIATIONS UNDERWAY. 
AMERASINGHE DID NOT SENSE MUCH SENTIMENT WITHIN NONALIGNED 
TO AGGRAVATE CANAL TREATY SITUATION. HE INVITED SCRANTON 
TO PROVIDE REPORTS ON THE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH WOULD HELP KEEP 
THE CANAL ISSUE QUIET. 
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6. AMERASINGHE WAS DIRECT AND FORTHRIGHT ON KOREA. IN BITING 
WORDS, HE CHARACTERIZED THE NORTH KOREANS AS A "PAIN IN THE 
BACKSIDE" AT THE UN, EVEN TO THE ALGERIANS AND CUBANS. HE 
DESCRIBED NORTH KOREANS AS " CLUMSY AND IRRITATING . " HE FELT 
THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE SENTIMENT NOT TO LET NORTH KOREA AND ITS 
BACKERS GET AWAY WITH EXTREMITS RESOLUTIONS AT COLOMBO OR IN 
FORTHCOMING UNGA. AMERASINGHE SAID HE WAS DETERMINED TO 
PREVENT EXTREMISTS FROM RUNNING THE SHOW. "THEY WILL NTO GET 
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AWAY WITH WHAT THEY WANT," HE PREDICTED. AMERASINGHE EELT 
IT WOULD BE NECESSARY EVENTUALLY TO GET UN COMMAND OUT OE KOREA. 

HE ACKNOWLEDGED THE OBSTACLES, AND EOR THE MOMENT SAW NO REAL 
SOLUTION TO KOREA PROBLEM. 

SCRANTON 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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